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NATCHEZ PAREKWAY AND TRACE

The purpose of this trip was to enjoy the fall colors on a scenic drive, to learn
about the early history of the Natchez Trace, and to get a little exercise on
short hikes at the munerous stopping places. This pdf provides some
preluninary information that might be helpful for those planning on taking the
drive.

This trip mcluded only the Tennessee portion of the 450 mile long Parkway
reaching from Natchez, Mississippi to Nashville, Tennessee. The mile markers
are munbered from the southern end. The trip was planned for 2 days to allow
tume to visit all of the turn-offs. There are numerous mformation plaques to
provide details on the historical significance of the site relative to old Natchez
Trace (trail) and to the listory of the tune. Tine was also allocated to taking
advantage of short hiking trails offered at several of the stops. In places, these
walks are on portions of the actual traill. A convenient motel to spend the
night was found i the interesting town of Hohenwald. It has a German Name
because it was settled by German people. It has a very nice musemn which
unfortunately was closed at the time of our vigit.

As the aftermath of the French and Indian War, Britain acquired land reaching
westward to the Mississippi River. This land, mostly uninhabited then passed
on to US, post Revolution. In the vears after the Indian Wars, (1780-1820)
settlers rapidly moved out nto lands remote from eastern population centers.

(Continued, Next Page)



R NATCHEZ PARKWAY AND TRACE
(Continued)

To market their farm products they built rafts and flatboats and transported
their goods all the way to New Orleans via tributaries of the Mississippi River.
Since they could not move their rafts upstream, they returned by land via the
Trace. . (see page 5).

Although the City of New Orleans, prior to the Louisiana Purchase was
alternatively in French and Spanish hands, Americans built up a population in
nearby Mississippi Territory with its capital at Natchez. The only convenient
land connection between Mississippi territory and US proper was by the
primitive trail, to Nashville Tennessee, called the Natchez Trace.

After 1820, steamboats were able to travel upstream and eliminated the need
for the long and hazardous land route via the Natchez Trace. Over the next
century the old trail became forgotten almost obliterated until construction of
the Natchez Parkway by the National Park Service in recent years. The
Parkway generally follows the old Trace.
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The Matchez Trace, a highway of national significance, was originally a network of animal and Indian trails: its

existence inthe 18" and 19" centu['fa resulted in the opening of the Old Southwest to trade and travel. VWith
an original length of 200-550 miles, the main route was used by travelers surveying the new country as well as
by farmers and trappers who needed to get their produce to markets on the Mississippl Kiver. The
inter-connected trails leading south from MNashville were known by names other than the MNatchez Trace:
Chickasaw Trace, Path to the Choctaw Mation, Boatman's Trail.

In 1800 Congress established a postal route between Nashville and the capitol of the Mississippi Territorg in
Matchez, Indian tribes along the road gave territorial permission for the postal route in 1801; many Indian
families were allowed to operate the inns and ferries needed by travelers along the route. The mail route
became known officially as "Road from Mashwille in the State of Tennessee to the Grindstone Ford of the
Eayou Pierre in the Mississippi Territory," and postriders were allowed two weeks to make the trip from
Mashville to Matchez, Between 1807 and 1803 General James Wilkinson, with the aid of Federal troops,
cleared and widened the post road. By 1806 President Jefferson ordered that the road be 12 feet wide and
"passable for a wagon "

Although the early use of the Trace was for commercial and private inland travel, it soon became an important
military road. Tennessee Volunteers marched over it in 1803-04 to insure that the Louisiana Furchase
agresment would not be challenged by Spain. General Coffes led a cavalry corps to New Orleans where he
joined General Andrews Jackson in defense of that city during the War of 1812 Early in 1813 Jackson's entire
force marched back to Nashwille on the Trace, and again in 1814 the Tennessee Volunteers returned to MNew
Drleans to defend against British attack in the Battle of New Orleans.

By the 1820's steamboats had become the most popular method of transportation |, and the Trace changed in
status. Much of it became part of the rural road system within the estates of Mississippl, Alabama, and
Tennesses.




Natchez Trace History

The area through which the trail ran was originally Choctaw and Chickasaw land. When the old trail started
lo receive names, it was given three, one for each part. From Natchez northeastward, it was called the
“Fath to Choctaw Nation,” the middiesection through the Choctaw Nation was known as the “Choclaw-
Chickasaw Trail, * the northern most leg of this rude path ran through Chickasaw Nation and to Nashville
Tennessee. This part was known as the “Chickasaw Trace.”

The name “Mountain Leader's Trace" was applied to af least the nothern part during the early days.
As a whole, the trail became knowas the Nalchez Road, the Federal Road, the Boatman's Trail, and
finally, the Natchez Trace.

Part of today's Mississippi and Alabama became the Territory of Mississippi on 7 May 1798. The narrow
strip of land contained “Fath to Choctlaw Nation, * that is, Natchez through Port Gibson into Choctaw
couniry.

The eyes of the United States were starting fo look south. In 1800, the U.5. Congress established a postal
route between Nashville and the capitol of the Territory of Mississippi in Natchez. The mail route was known
officially as “Road from Nashville in the State of Tennessee to the Grindstone Ford of the Bayou Pierre in
the Mississippi Territory.” In 1801, the United States treated with the Chickasaw, and obtained the right to
build a road through the Chickasaw Nation. From the 1801 treaty:*The Mingco, principal men and warriors
of the Chickasaw nalion of Indians, give leave and permission fo the President of the Uniled States of
America, to lay oul, open and make a convenient wagon road through their land between the settlements
of Mero District in the state of Tennessee, and those of Natchez in the Mississippi Teritory, in such way
and manner as he may deem proper; and the same shall be a high way for the citizens of the Unifed States,
and the Chickasaws.” (See full lrealy text)

On 30 April 1803 the United States signed an agreement with France to purchase Louisiana country. Soon
after, this vast tract of land became the Territory of Louisiana. Early use of the Road was for commercial

and private inland Iravel, it scon became an important military road. In 1803 and 1804, Tennessee Volunteers
marched over it to insure that the Louisiana Purchase agreement would not be disputed by Spain.

On 27 March 1804 a large tract of land was added to the Mississippi Territory. While the Natchez Road
never reached into the Territory of Louisiana, it is importanl lo recognize that the United States was moving
southwest, and for about thirly years, the Nalchez Road played a important part in the development of that
southweslern country. (See the Territory of Mississippi map) In the early 1800s, many Tennessee and
Kentucky farmers would take their farm goods lo the lucrative New Orleans market. They built flatboats for
their goods. They floaled down the Cumberiand, Duck and Tennessee Rivers to the Chio River, then fo the
Mississippi River and southward to Natchez and New Orleans. When is was time to refurn, the flatboats
would be sold, or if necessary, abandoned. If they had made a good sale, they might buy a horse for their
return trip. If the sale was bad, they might return on foot. In any case, in those early years, the route of
choice was the Nalchez Road.

When the Kentuckians arrived at Nashville, they would continue to central Kentucky via the *Wilderness
Ropad.” It is these return trips that have made the Natchez Road famous (or perhaps infamous would be
a better choice of words here). There are stories of murders along the Natchez Road. The farmers would

be killed, then disemboweled, their body cavities filled with stones, and then the bodies would be
submerged in some nameless creek. To the farmer, the stands would be a welcome sight. Even the most
rude stand could offer some protection and a meager meal. Generally, the stands were located five to
six miles apart, but nof so in the early times of the road.

The most well known death along the “Trace” is the 11 October 1809 death of Meriwether Lewis, Governor
of the United States Territory of Louisiana. This man, famous as co-leader of the Lewis and Clark expedition,
allegedly committed suicide at Griner's Stand. Lewis's traveling companion, Major James Neely, arrived at
the death scene a few hours after the event. Major Neely wrote this to Thomas Jefferson: “It is with extreme
pain that | have to inform you of the death of His Excellency Meriwether Lewis, Govemor of Upper Louisiana
who died on the morning of the 11th Instant and | am sorry o say by Suicide.”

Still, there are many today who guestion the suicide, believing instead thal Lewis was probably murdered.
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In the early 1800°s farmers would
float their goods down the
Mississippi river system to
markets in New Orleans.

Flatboats used for the trip
could not make the trip back
up-stream so had to be sold or

abandoned.

The farmers would make the
return trio overland, first by a

a trail along the river to Natchez,
then Capitol of Mississippi Terr.
and they by the 440 mile Natchez

Trace to Nashville.

The U.S. government eventually
cleared the trace sufficiently for
wagon traffic.







The Natchez Trace Parkway generally
follows the original Natchez Trace. In
numerous places, actual sections of the
original trail are preserved and can be
seen by taking short hikes.

One 2 mile stretch can be driven on.
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Colbert Stand énd Ferfy Site .



Mile 327.7

South Bank of Tennessee River Near
Colbert’'s Stand and Ferry Crossing
A Stand was a place for travellers to buy supplies
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Colbert’s Ferry Site. River would have b less wide
in pre TVA days. Long parkway bridge showing
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Rock Spring Nature Irail offers yov an
opportunity to explore a small natvral
spring as it bvbbles forth from the 9:‘00»4.
Small fish dart abovt a deep pool created as
the stream wandered throvgh rich bottomland

s0il and limestone rock, Uegefaﬁon and

frees change as gov move ﬂwovgﬁ an aﬁamfoﬂed
field past the stream
A
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fluby-throated Hummingbird Migration
Eawh yran, Raabry-thorostind Flammanggbands migrate froem
sasiern North Ameries o winter in Central Avmerica

Altbunigihy siwme birds work their sy south through Florida
i the Carilsbseuin o somaily through Towas b Blonici,
Alnbama's humeminghinds By oo the Sl of Moo
Thase incredible eremtares undertake o GE-mile voyvage
arrras oo waber 10 Bned warm weather anad plenaihul
nectar farther south,

Wuleaai LIPS, Tesm Svwies

Rare Surprises From the West

Each fall, tird warchens from across Alabama visit these
patches of jewebwoed o witvems the spectache of handoods
of hammingbinds on their southwand migraton. As an
added bomae, these lprge concentratons of mrmrmingbands
suinetbmes anrac western ummingbind wpecies thas have
straryed From thetr ws] migration route, particularty in the
winter. Species to ook for in the Bl inchade Rufins, Black-
chinned, Callbope, and Anna's, among the Ruby-throased

Rock Spring is on the North Alabama hirding Trail. This Sign Board
describes the Ruby Throated Hummingbird and flowers it feeds on.
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This earfrf interstate road building venture
rodvced a snake infested, ma.rgw'fu*be.ref.
robber-haunted, Indian traveled forest Paﬂ:.
Lamented éc/ the piovs, cussed bcl the impious,
it fried everc/ane'.r :frengfh and Paﬁence.

When the trail became so wafer-/ugged that
wagons covld not be pulfed’ fhraugh, fravelers
cu? new pafh.r r‘hramyh the nearbrj woods.

KHere uouv see three cuts made fo avoid mud
into which oxcarts and waqons sank, mak:’n9
progress slow, a‘angerau.r, or even :}npa.r:fbfe.

UNITED STATES CDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERUVICE







Cemetery at edge of parkway
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Collingwood is a small town
off the Parkway.
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MERIWETHER LEWIS
1774-1809.

BENEATH THIS MONUMENT ERECTED UNDER LEGISLATIVE ACT BY THE STATE
oF TENNESSEE, A.D. ,184 8, REPOSES THE DUST OF MERIWETHER LEWIS, A
CAPTAIN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY, PRIVATE SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT
JEFFERSON. SENIOR COMMANDER OF THE LEwIs AND CLARK EXPEDITION, AND
GOVERNOR OF THE TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA,




OAD 1S A SECTION OF

LY VISIBLE, THOUGH LONG DESERTED R
BUFFALO AND INDIAN TRAILS, INTO
SOUTH-WEST, CUT AND OPENED UNDER

THIS PLAIN
ENT, AFTER TREATIES NEGOTIATED

THE NATCHEZ TRACE, EVOLVED FROM
THE FIRST NATIONAL- HIGHWAY OF THE
AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNM
wITH THE CHICKASAW AND THE CHoCTAW INDIANS, IN 1801,
LY NECESSITIES OF TRADE BETWEEN NASHVILLE

ER MISSISSIPPI; IT 1S AN ABIDING FOOTPRINT OF
F THE PIONEERS: YET 1T 1S NOT WITHOUT
iSTORY OF OUR COUNTRY. OVER 1T PASSED A
1S CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE CREEK

RN FROM THE BATTLE FIELD OF NEW

DESIGNED TO MEET EAR
AND THE COUNTRY OF THE Low
THE BOLD, CRUDE COMMERCE O

MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE IN THE H

PART OF ANDREW JACKSON'S ARMY IN H

INDIANS IN 1813, AND AGAIN ON HIS RETU
pEGA AND NEw ORLEANS- BEFORE THE SOLDIERS OF
NATCHEZ TRACE, IT RECEIVED ITS

LEWIS.

BuT. BEFORE TALLE
RENOWN TO THE
ELANCHOLY FAME WHEN MERIWETHER

ORLEANS IN 1815.

JACKSON HAD GIVEN
IMMORTAL TOUCH OF M
JOURNEYING OVER IT ON HIS WAY TO PHILADELPHIA, TO EDIT THE STORY OF
HIS GREAT EXPEDITION, HERE MET HIS UNTIMELY DEATH ON THE NIGHT OF

Ocr. 11,1809.
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The Lewis gravesite remained 'unmarked until
1848..That.year, the‘State of Tennessee erected
the. broken column, seen_here symbolizing

Lewis*untimely death/atithe’age of 35.
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GRINDER HOUSE

SITE AND RUINS OF THE GRINDER HOUSE,
IN WHICH MERIWETHER LEWIS MET HIS
DEATH ON THE NIGHT OF OCT. 11, 1806.
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Inside Zoos

Inside Sanctuaries

Truth About AZA ZOO SHOULD SEND TOMI TO THE ELEPHANT

Zoos vs. Sanctuaries F

Toni the elephart is 39 years ald - young for
an animal that can live to be B0 or 70 years
old inthe wild. But she has crippling arthritis
and the Mational Zoo has announced it may
euthanize her if her condtion doesnt
improve. Countless zoo elephartz have died
prematurely because they were confined
on unnaturally hard zurfaces; chances are
that Toni will not improve it she remains ina
zoo, Her only hope is to be moved to a
facilty -- The Elephant Sanctuary (TES) in
Hohenwald, Tennessee -- that can offer her
access to natural substrate to hat the
dehiltating impact hard surfaces have on

~rarfimemart in Teaae

National Zoo

SANCTUARY IN

her feet and bones. TES, the nation's largest natural-habitst refuge developed exclusively for
elephants, has extensive experience in restoring quality of life to elepharts dehilitated by yvears of
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Welcome to the Official Website of Checkered Flag Speedway in Hohenwald, Ten
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Sheboss Stand

The widow Crani
Indian second-hust
According o legend
Juestions about acci

o his wile and sa




I'race was an adb enture in the early

Travel on the Natches
rsecd a spraw linvge

1800°'s. The SO0-mile trail travi
where :Jrﬂy Indians. outlaws,., and wild animais
home. Travelers needed a | tey find food, supplhies
and rest.

At government reqg uest,
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Tobacce Farm - You sce here a fypical early
1900 " tobacce farm. Q 10-minvte foop walk ;
fakes you fhroegh fhe field and fo the barn where y
you see fobacco Iﬁﬂﬂ-ﬁ?i‘ﬂ? fo d’rgjr

Old Trace - From here yov may drive north on a
narrow 2 = mile rection of the original Old Nate hey
Troce and mees the parkuway af the other end.
Your rlower pace may fake qov back im fime and
fef you enfoy the viewr of Vﬂﬂfafr below.
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JOCKSON FALLS -4 steep trail, 900 feet long,
fakes you to a clear paa! at the base of these falls.

DUCK RIVER OVERLOOK -4 qgentle Y mile
trail leads to a viewpoint 200 feet (30 stories)

above the Duck River.
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TA’E CORDON A/O(/SE

One of the few remaining buildings associated
with the Old Natches Trace is the hovse of ferr(/
operator John C'ardan

In the sarfc,' 1800° Cordon made an agreement
with the Chickasaw Chief Cearge Colbert to

operate a r‘racﬁng post and ferrrf on the Duck River.

Military expeditions with Ceneral Andrew Jackson
kept him away from home much of the time. Lis wife
Dorathea :uperri:ed the construction of the present
hovse in 1817 =18. John Cordon died .rharﬂcf after

it was campfefed, but Mrs. Cordon lived here until
her death in 1859 .

UNITED STATES DEPORTMENT OF TWE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE




One of the few remaining buildings associated with the
Old Natchez Trace is the house of ferry operator John
Gordon. Built in 1817-18, the Gordon House was one of
the first brick homes in this area.

In the early 1800°'s, Gordon settled here as ferry operator,

trader, farmer, and Indian fighter. Because military
expeditions kept him away from home, his wife Dorothea
supervised the building of the house. Gordon died
shortly after it was completed, but Mrs. Gordon lived here
until her death in 1859. In 1978 the National Park Service

restored the house to its original appearance.

A ten-minute walk beginning here leads to a section of
the original Natchez Trace and the Duck River ferry site.



OLD NATCHEZ TRACE

The 500 mile long Natchez Trace of the early
1800’s, then known as the Natchez Road,
connected Nashville on the Cumberland River
with Natchez on the Mississippi River. This
historic wilderness road crossed the Duck River

/4 mile south of here. John Gordon, an Indian
scout and fighter with General Andrew Jackson,
established a ferry and trading post here in 1802.

Erected May 27, 1991

By the Hickman County and Duck River Chapter
Daughters of the American Revolution
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From Signboard at Ferry Site




g = L .

<t 1--.t__‘ 1_-‘. ' - H
B s pl B S el

s S f i it

-







derness
iduﬁng

Bnd of And}'
B, sharing the
® Colbert who







b b LR R LS LY B LR LR Lo L L L b L R LELE L

31

McCrop,
Lane (J
TerminusRy,

3 Linton
Birdsong
Hollow

TN-96
Doublgs, /)
Arch Bridg )

FRANKLIN

Historic District

Leipers Fork
‘Historic District

| e Water Ualley Dverlook

100 B.\ N 5 (
'\ Shady Grove ;* - (50) "

, ek v | _ \Gnrdon House FAF




b b LR R LS LY B LR LR Lo L L L b L RRRIELEL LR

31

McCrop,
Lane (J
TerminusRy,

3 Linton
Birdsong
Hollow

FRANKLIN

Historic District

Leipers Fork
‘Historic District

- Water Ualley Dverlook

100 B f )
f -Shédye$ - (50) “

_b{
, ek v | _ \Gnrdon House FAF













ey e g

¥ ) s m“q.(h
M oL "} ] " f
....'i' eef # J‘J" T 1:'4%,*' "T:ﬂ"'f" \'H*.N;-f?;,; -t

=
b
"‘"l‘* i
=
s Ly | i LR
il

o
b

i "*"mru,.ﬂr.-.*_ .
e
m: 1%

ﬂ 'V-lr ';"__;"J" L



The high ground you are on is part of a long ridge that
divides central Tennessee. Streams south of the divide
flow to the Duck and Tennessee Rivers, while streams to
the north empty into the Cumberiand River

Travelers in the early days of the Natchez lrace were
more conscious of the divide. Moving on foot or on
horseback, they noticed changes in elevation and stream
direction. Going north toward Nashville, the Tennessee
Valley Divide marked the edge of the frontier — the end

of Chickasaw Indian country.
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- “On.the T4t day 1 got to mnmn a Cu
- small town within 15 miles of &,/ e
NEahvtue here /sw} I made a sw -

“Dr. n.usrruuu Aprlia', mna ]

Il'l I:he late 1,7905 amlém'ly 18008 mere .fi.;;-_a _’;
peﬂp.le moved to-the frontier: eommumty

.- of Nashville, Like many growing . 5

- communities, people bBegan ﬁp‘pead!]g out. -

3 looking for land on which to homestead,” - 8" 3
/ Williamson County grew guickly, and its
towns began servicing ﬁhq travelers on

- the old Trace - _

Explormg communities a:d,]acent to the
¥ _ Natchez Trace Parkway reveals clues to
"~ the history of the ¢ld Trace and the birth
~of the old Southwest.
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